
Eley Williams

Young British writer Eley Williams’s debut 
collection Attrib. & Other Stories, published 
by Influx Press, has been met with widespread 
praise for its tender, profound and witty prose. 
The 17 tales of Attrib. are emotionally charged 
domestic scenes that spill out in a spool of words, 
a single sentence sometimes lasting for multiple 
pages as the character stumbles through mental 
anguish only to find that the present has passed 
her by, whilst compact images paint poetic 
landscapes: “huge raindrops make coronets in 
the dirt”. No doubt, we’ll be seeing a lot more of 
her in the future.

eleywilliams.com
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With a gimlet eye for the 
latest and newest, our 
Cool Hunter Millie Walton 
reveals what is grabbing her 
attention this season

Mahdyar

Iranian producer and musician Mahdyar left 
Tehran in 2009 after being blacklisted by the 
Ministry of Culture who had started arresting 
key figures in the artistic world in fear of 
the corruption of mainstream Iranian youth 
culture. Mahdyar has produced a number of 
acclaimed Persian hip-hop albums, alongside 
his own feral soundscapes that challenge the 

boundaries of form and structure. Now based in 
Paris, Mahdyar has worked with the likes of the 
Centre Pompidou and numerous international 
filmmakers. He is now preparing to release his 
first full-length album Seized in 2018. Judging 
by the recently premiered track ‘Vow’ – a 
seething blend of traditional Middle Eastern 
influences with hip-hop and electronic beats – 
the album’s set to be explosive.

twitter.com/mahdyaraghajani

State of Concept

Athens is fast developing a reputation as a 
burgeoning art hub following the Documenta 
14’s selection of Greece’s capital to guest host 
one part of this year’s art extravaganza. During 
that time, Greece’s first non-profit gallery 
State of Concept hosted ‘Future Climates’, a 
three-month-long exhibition, research and 
public programme addressing the precarious 
conditions of individual workers and small-

Goaty Tapes

Los Angeles-based independent music label 
Goaty Tapes was founded by Zully Adler to 
support artists on the margins of established 
music with no real affinity to a particular genre 
or style – “the more outlandish and hermetic, 
the better”. The music is produced almost 
exclusively on tapes, which, according to Zully, 

Jiye Kim

Illustrator Jiye Kim graduated from Kingston 
University earlier this year and has already 
collaborated on an animated trailer for the Royal 
Opera House production of La Traviata and 
had her work featured in notable publications 
including It’s Nice That. The South Korea-born 
artist’s drawings range from highly detailed, 

scale cultural institutions. The gallery’s 
founder, Iliana Fokianaki comments, “We have 
been working without the help of the state for 
decades now, as there are no funding systems or 
art councils in Greece. Therefore the [economic] 
crisis has slightly affected the art world. I would 
say it has ignited more collaborative and 
avant-garde practices.” The gallery’s current 
exhibition looks back on the institution’s four 
years of experimental artistic endeavours.

stateofconcept.org

is “less a celebration of analogue media and 
more an expression of the many approaches 
one can take to recorded music”. It’s the artwork 
though that really stands out. It’s designed 
and printed by Zully using a combination of  
letterpress, stencil-print, inkjet and bleach. I’ve 
got my eye on the giant blue tarantula crawling 
over the cover of Goon House by Banana Head.

goatytapes.com

comic strip-like narratives to sketchy figures 
caught in a flash of movement. “I tend to notice 
what people say and how they think,” says Jiye. 
“It’s really exciting when I catch an interesting 
phrase from an interview or watch someone’s 
reaction to funny gestures.” My favourite series, 
‘Day Dream’, has a flock of swimmers swooping 
through the air and diving into the sea. 

jiyekim.com
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